Lessons from the extremes in the case of urban planning by Santos, S. & Ferreiro, M. De F.
 Repositório ISCTE-IUL
 
Deposited in Repositório ISCTE-IUL:
2019-05-14
 
Deposited version:
Publisher Version
 
Peer-review status of attached file:
Peer-reviewed
 
Citation for published item:
Santos, S. & Ferreiro, M. De F. (2017). Lessons from the extremes in the case of urban planning .
Dinâmicas socioeconómicas e territoriais contemporâneas III. 79-79
 
Further information on publisher's website:
https://repositorio.iscte-iul.pt/handle/10071/15883
 
Publisher's copyright statement:
This is the peer reviewed version of the following article: Santos, S. & Ferreiro, M. De F. (2017).
Lessons from the extremes in the case of urban planning . Dinâmicas socioeconómicas e territoriais
contemporâneas III. 79-79. This article may be used for non-commercial purposes in accordance with
the Publisher's Terms and Conditions for self-archiving.
Use policy
Creative Commons CC BY 4.0
The full-text may be used and/or reproduced, and given to third parties in any format or medium, without prior permission or
charge, for personal research or study, educational, or not-for-profit purposes provided that:
• a full bibliographic reference is made to the original source
• a link is made to the metadata record in the Repository
• the full-text is not changed in any way
The full-text must not be sold in any format or medium without the formal permission of the copyright holders.
Serviços de Informação e Documentação, Instituto Universitário de Lisboa (ISCTE-IUL)
Av. das Forças Armadas, Edifício II, 1649-026 Lisboa Portugal
Phone: +(351) 217 903 024 | e-mail: administrador.repositorio@iscte-iul.pt
https://repositorio.iscte-iul.pt
	 Lessons from the Extremes in the case of Urban Planning 
	
 
	
	
79 
	
Lessons from the Extremes in the case of Urban Planning 
Sebastião Santos 
DINÂMIA’CET-IUL, Instituto Universitário de Lisboa (IUL) 
 
Maria de Fátima Ferreiro 
DINÂMIA’CET-IUL, Instituto Universitário de Lisboa (IUL) 
fatima.ferreiro@iscte-iul.pt 
 
 
Abstract 
The presentation aims to highlight the case of Delhi as a reference to reflect on urban planning in 
general and in the case of Lisbon Metropolitan Area.  In fact, the extremes, the edges, offer 
important insights to understand other realities and dynamics through the identification of players, 
forces and movements that might be not so evidenced in more ‘conventional’ cases. New Delhi 
is the second largest megacity in the world with a population of 25 million inhabitants. Its 
metropolitan area is under severe vulnerabilities due to the lack of control of planning instruments 
on urban transformations. Planning efforts seem to have been used by diverse processes and actors 
under distinct historical moments, namely colonization, state control over land and nowadays 
capitalism and globalization dynamics. This leaded to the advent of an insurgent urbanism, where 
a network of vulnerabilities as settled in time. The presentation establishes this nexus by revisiting 
key urban transformations in Delhi relating them with planning options that have emerged in 
distinct socioeconomic, cultural and political contexts. Secondly some considerations will be 
made on how contemporary concepts such as ‘sustainability’, ‘resilience’, ‘participative 
governance’ or ‘smart cities’ are being framed, perceived and applied under the context of current 
urban planning instruments, polices and research. It seems that these narratives are serving as a 
mean to achieve specific goals by different drivers and actors. Thirdly it is intended to highlight 
the importance of these examples as key triggers for a deep rethinking on concepts and practices 
in urban planning field today, namely in the case of Lisbon Metropolitan Area, keeping a critical 
distance from hegemonic normative views and looking closer at the distinct meanings, power 
relations, unbalances that surround them according to the diverse scientific, politic, social, 
economic drivers.
